Chapter 26

Understanding
Postwar Tensions

What effects did postwar tensions have on America’s
founding ideals? - .

; 26.1 Introduction

- Intthe summer of 1927, Aivan Fuller, the governor of Massachusetts,
- held the lives of two men in his hands. Six years earlier, Nicola Sacco
und Bartolomeo Vanzetti had been found guiity of commitiing a double
" murder and robbery and were condemned to die. Fuller appointed Abboti
Lavirence Lowell, president of Harvard University, to investigate
whether the men deserved clemency, or a lessening of their penalty.
* "The Lowell Committee began by asking, Had the Sacco and Vanzett!
‘trial been fair? Sacco and Vanzetti were Italian immigrants in a time of
great prejudice agatnst foreigners. In addition, both men had fied 1o
Mexico in 1917 rather than serve in the army, The prosecutor’s first
question to Vanzetti in the trial was, “When this country was af war, you
an away so you would not have to {ight as a soldier?” This question may
have turned trial judge Websier Thayer and the jury against the defendants.
Defense attorney Fred Moore argued that there was no clear evidence tying
his clients 10 the murders. Sacco’s gun fired the type of bullets used to kil the
o men, but tests could not-prove the bullets came from his weapon. A cap at
Theseene wig said to be Sacco's, but it did not fit him. There was evenless evi-
dence tying Vanzetti to the crime, Moore claimed the two men were being tried
becanse they were immigrants who had radical political beliefs.

When the jury returned a guilty verdict, many people questioned the deci-
sion. During the next six vears. concern over the verdict spread as Judge Thayer
fiected all iegal appeals on Sacco and Vanzetti's behalf, There were demonsta-
Bions in London, Buenos Aires, and other world capitals.

The Sacco and Vanzetti trial raised fundamental guestions about America’s
foundinig ideals of equality and rights under the law. In this chapter, you will
:;:e how Americans grappled with such questions in the vears following World

ar |,

< Barolomeo Vanzetd {le®t) and Nicola Sacco after their murder trial and conviction

This gemonstration on benhalf of Saceo and

Vanzetti took piace in Londan; England. As the -

execttion date drew near, mass protesis ook
piace across Europe. in the United States, the
case reflected deep soclal divisions, To many
native-orn Americans, Sacco and Vanzetti

represented an aiten threat to their way of iife.

To many immigrants, Sacco and Vanzett! were

fellow victims of prejudice against newcomers,
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Whan soldiers and sailors shipped home from
Lurcpe st the war's end, they found the nation
in economic distress. Government employ--
ment vosters, like the one above, encouraged
employers to hire veterans. But the jobs simply
did not exist. '

-"bacon as they had in 1913. Al] hut the richest Americans saw-their standard of
living drop as prices re ' - : :
The combination of hlgh inflaticn and rising unemployment led to a sharp
‘recession —a decline in economic #@ctivisy-and prosperity: Between 1920 and
11921, some 100,000 businesses went bankrupt.:In-those same years, 453,000
farmers lost their land. People got by as best tiiey’ could in some cases furning

fo crime to survive.

The robbery-murder involving Sacco and Vanzetti was just one of many
viclent incidents in a growing crime wave. The robbery took place on April 15,
1920, in South Braintree, Massachusetis. At 3:00 in the afternoon, two payroll
masters for the Slater and Morrill shoe factory were carrying lockboxes con-
wining $16,000 from the payroll office to the factory. On the way. they were
slopped by two armed bandits, Despite the fact that the two payroll masters
dropped thelr boxes without a struggle. they were shot and left to hieed o

ieath on the street. One of the gunmen fired a shot into the air. signaling their e
getaway car. From start to finish, the robbery took less than & minuie. -

The South Braintree crime was similar to another robbery four months car-
et in nearby Bridgewater, Massachusetts. As historian Frederick Lewis Allen
later noted . crimes like this had become so commonplace, they received littie

\hmzi T COVETrage:

There had taken place at South Braintree, Massachusetts, a crime so
Unimportant that it was not even mentioned in the New York Times of the
foflowing day -—or, for that matter. of the whole following year, It was
the sort of crime which was taking place constantly all over the country.
—Frederick Lewis Allen, Only Yesterday, 1931

Understanding Postwar Tensions 333
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The most controversial strike of 1919 involved the Bostor police force. The

police walked off the job after city officials cut their wages and refused to nego-

tiate with their union. A first, Boston’s citizens felt sympathy for the police. But
that sympathy vanished as the city lapsed into anarchy. Residents set up citizen
patrols to fight rising crime. Governor Calvin Coolidge called in Mational Guard
troops to keep order. In his view, “There is no right to strike against the public
safety by anybody, anywhere, any time.” He fired the striking policemen and
hired new ones. His firm stand made Coclidge 2 national hera. The next year,
the Republican Party nominated him as its candidate for vice president.

“Unions Lose Public Support and Membership As the sirik s persisted,
middie-class Americans began 1 view unionism as a threat to thair way of

- life, Swike-related violence added to foars that radical union 2 activity could

lead 1o anarchy. Public hostiticy was one reason that overall union embership

declined in the 1920s. A second was the failure of many sirikes o achieve

Workers” goals, A third reason was the exclusive politics of many unions. The

i

AFL, for ex ample, limited its memh:mmp by refusing io organize unskiiled

emplovees. Jt ican Americans. an FOTTMTH BTN,

Fwomer

Inresponse. African Americans organized their own wons The hest i'\a’amz,:;;

ach ratiroad we

the Brotherfiood of Sleepmy Ca CWRE & UTHOn O
e led by AL Philip Randoiph. .

In addition, a number of Supreme Court decisions weakenad unions. First,
the Court restricted unions’ right 1o boycott & business that fought unionization.
Then, in 1922 the Court declared unconstitutional & federal child labor law. A

Year later, the Cour

baonan-

reiected & Washington,

These decsions st ishor unfons by making

Mim wage for women workers.
" easier for companies to hire chiidren and women al fow WAZDE.
e dimmishing power of unions had & negative effeci on workers

afier 1,0 . L
“ter the © pOstwar recession ended, many \’J{)I‘iili}i_f'—ui:ﬁ\

[I'i
tme when families needed more than that to vet by,

SCinomic ground, Ther average income remained we
Y

Strike-ralated visience, such as shawn here,
fueled some.Americans’ fears that radical
uign aptivity m-iqh? lead 1o revelution. Public

fradicals contriputed 0 unions' decling.
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th'eil SUCCES 5L O d -@park-communiq revolutions in other countries, When that
did not happen Lenin gs%_flbiished the( C(ammmm {Communist International).
The Comintern: anited radical.groups th]owhout the world who accepted
Lenit’s. views on the need for revolution o Ccieate a communist state
Aﬂd?Chlbt" Oppoqed all systems of government, They wanted a society based
* ga freedom, mutual resps
put they had been associated with violente since the Chicago Haymarket

cand coopezauon Most anarchists were peaceful,

Square bombing of 1886. In that incident, seven policemen were killed as they
broke up an anarchist rally. None of these radical groups was very large. Com-
hined, therr membership came to less than 1 percent of the adult population.

Nor were they very effective. They argued constantly among themselves. Sdll,
many Americans viewed them with suspicion and alarm. This postwar fear of
. radicals became: known-as

he Bed Scars -Red was slang for communist.-

" The Red Scare Leads fo Raids on “Subversives” On June 2, 1919, the

. ‘intensity of the Red Scare increased. Eight bombs exploded in eight cities at
| the same time. One target was Attorney General Mitchell- Palmer’s house in
Washington, D.C. In response, Palmer launched a campaign against subver-
. dives, or people who sought to overthrow the government.

Palmer and his assistant, J. Edgar Hoover, conducted raids on homes,
businesses, and meeting places of people they thought might be subversives.
"The Palmer Raids sought weapons, explosives, and other evidence of vielent
" activity, Officials entered buildings without warrants and seized records with-
out permission. With little or no cause, they arrested 6,000 suspected radicals.
Foreign-born suspects were deported, many without a court hearing. The oniy
- -evidence of violent activity they found was three pistols.

Civil Liberties Suffer Palmer’s tactics trampled eivil Hberties, basic rights
guaranteed by law. Newspaper editor Walter Lippmann wrote of the abuses:
“Itis forever incredible that an administration announcing the most spacious
ideals in our history should have done more to endanger fundamental Amer-
ican fiberties than any group of men for a hundred years.”

Yet for some Americans, the fear of radicalism overshadowed concemns
abour abuses of civil Iiberties. Some 30 states passed sedition faws, which
made stirring up opposition to the government a crimes. Books considered
Stbversive were removed from public iibraries. A mob broke into the offices
of 4 socialise newspaper in New York City and beat up the stafi. Another mob
seized a Wobbly out of a jail in Washingion, hanged him from a bridge, and
Bsed his body for target practice.

Palmer had hoped to ride the wave of public alarm about radicals all the
Way 1o the White House. But he went too far when he announced that a plot to
Overthrow the government would begin in New York City on May 1. 1920, Ag
hat day drew near, the city's police force was put on 24-hour duty. Politicians
Were piven armed puards for protection. When nothing happened, Palmer’s
Political ambitions were shattered. '

After this faise alarm, the country worried less about subversion. Most of
e beople arrested in the Palmer Raids were released without being accused
o & crime, Sull, the campaign had crippled the nation’s radical movements,

WHOSE COUNTHRY (S THIS, ANYHOW: |

In this cartoon, a grim Uncie Sam helds
radicals in his hands, wondering whatto
to with them. During the Red Scarg, fear
of radicalism led to the deportation of hun-
dreds of immigrants. (ne of the hest known
was the anarchist Emma Gelgman. She was
deported to the Soviat Union in 1914
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Gtates in 1890, That had been & tme when most immigrants came from north-
ern Burope. By moving the date back, the law severely reduced immigration
from southern and eastern Europe. The new law also banned all immigration
from Asia. When the Japanese government heard this news, it declared a
pational day of mourning. _

By the end of the decade, immigration was more than one quarter of what
it had been in 1921, But even that was not enough of a reduction for many
nativists. In 1929, they persuaded Congress to lower the number of immigrants
each year o 150.000.

4 Revived Ku Klux Klan Targets “Alien” influences Anti-immigrant feclings
played a role in the revival of the Ku Klux Klan. The Klan was reborn in
Atlanta, Georgia, in 19135 after the lynching of Leo Frank, a Jewish factory
manager. Frank had been condemned to death for killing a young giri named
Mary Phagan. Convinced that Frank was innocent, the governor of Georgia
sedneed Frank’s sentence to life imprisonment. At that point, armed men, call-
'ihg themselves the Knights of Mary Phagan, broke Frank out of jail and hanged
“him. The Knights then re-formed themselves as the new invisible order of the
KuKiox Klan.

The revived Ku Klux Klan portrayed itself as a defender of American values.
It restricted membership to native-born white Protestants and set #tself against .

‘African Americans, immigrants, Catholics, and Jews: “The Klan is intolerant,”
- bragged its Imperial Wizard, Hiram Wesley Evans, “of the people who are ory-

ing t destroy our traditional Americanism . . . aliens who are constantly trying
{0 chenge our civilization into something that will suit themselves better”

In the early 1920s, the Klan swelled to between 3 and 4 million members
and gained considerable political power throughout the country. Lawmakers
- “supported by the Klan won control of state legislatures in Oregon, Oklahoma,
Texas, and Indiana. To demonstrate their power, Klan members held massive
marches in Washington, D.C., and other major cities. Yet the Klan’s violence
and intimidation remained secretive. They often struck at pight, wearing hoods
that concealed their faces and using whippings, kidnappings, cross burnings,
arson, and murder to terrorize entire communities.

The American Civil Liberties Uniorn Defends Unpopuiar Views The views
of nativists and the Klan did not go unchallenged, In 1920. a groun of pacifists

and sogiat activisis Tounded the frnesicar il | Uhmrot, (S GLLN
. brotect freedom of speech. The ACLU specialized in the defense of unpopular
individuals and groups, including Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzett.

In the first year of the ACLU, its lawvers fought to protect immigrants who
had been rounded up in the Palmer Raids for their radical beliefs from being
deporied. The ACLU also defended the i eht of trade untons 1 bold meetings
and organize workers. ACLU lawyers helped win the release of hundreds of
Wobblies and other pacifists who had been jailed during the war for expressing
atiwar sentiments. The ACLU opposed censorship by fighting efforts by the
Will read ip Chapter 29, the ACLU would later play a leading rele in one of the

WOst contraversial trials of the 19205,

B TR

The first Ku Kiux Klan arose during Recon-
struction to intimidate freadmen. It faded
away after Recopstruction but was rebarn
in 1915, This rew KKK 1argeted African

“Americans, immigrants, Jews, Catholics,

and anyone with values that Klan members
saw as “un-Amarican.”
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Jews and Catholics Battle Religious Prejudice The mflux of 2.4 million

Jewish immigrants from easiern Europe stirred up anti-Semitism — prejudice
against Jews. 1n some communitias, landlords refused to rent apartments to
Jewish tenants, Colleges Hmited the number of Jewish students they accepted.
Many ads for jobs st tated “Christians on]\f‘ '

" The Leo Frank case, which gave birth to the new Ku Kiux Klan, also led
to the founding of the Ant-Diefgmation Le s ADLY In 19173, The organi-

zation’s immediate goal was “to stop the defamation [false accusation] of the
Jewish peOp e Its lopger-term mission was “to secure justice and fair treatment
1o all citizens alike.” Throughout the 1920s, the ADL battled discrimination

agajnst Jews in all areas of life.

: Catholics were also targets of religious prejudice. In 1928, the Demacratic
Party nominated New York Governor Al Smith, a Catholic, for premdem Soon,

rumors swept the country that if Smith were elected, the-Catholic-pope would
vun the United States. Smith spent most of the campaign trying 10 persuade

vaters that his religious beliefs did not present a threat 1o the nation.
Qmith was not convineing enough to overcome srong anti-Catl holic semz—

ment in many parts of the country. For the first time since the end of Recon-
struction, the Repubiican Party carried several states in the South. More than
30 years would pass before another Catholic candidate would be nominated

for the nation’s highest office.

s econemic poiitseai and seclal tenssons marked the \iears ;ust after Worid War 1.
: hls tehse atmosphere affected the murder trial of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo
Vanzeﬁi Both men were seutenced tp death, despiie weak evidence. Some Americans
saw Sacco and Vanzetti as victims of prejudice against immigrants and radicals.

‘Recession A poorly pl lanned demobifization resulted i an ceonomic recession after World War [
ﬁm un mpkwm N FO5E L Hving standards for all But the richest Americans declined

Labor unrest Unions staged thousands of sirikes for betier wages and warking conditions. Despiie

these offors. unions beean o tose strengih, and their 11'1:{1'1'!_}t‘rshi'n deckned.

Red Seare Fear of socialisie. communists. and inarchists Taeled the Red Scure. Attorney Generid

Mitchell Paimer Jed vaids agains suspected sithversives coften vintating thelr civil Tibey

Invmigration restrietion Congress sesponded 1@ arti b orant pressure by restrictng imuii-
':wmmm A quota systew also Hmited the number of tnmmiarants from each country.
Back-to-Africa movement African Americans were mxapptmm d that thei service o the country
in World Wa | did not reduce racial prej judice. Marcus Garvey

Back-to-A f‘-;ict VL T 111
appealed o blacks who had grven up hopefor e:mahﬁ\f 1 the Tnited States,

Discripmation MNativiss surged in the postway yours. 5 revived 1o Ko Klan targeted blacks,

T

i

aniDefumanon 1

immigrants, Jews. and Catholics as - AMencats.

cie began ih response

(o anti-Semitism. The American Civil Liberties Unjon formed to grofect

ol oy & .
TECOO g spocai.
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