Active Reading
Many of you are stressing about the active reading log, and I would like to relax your worries.  Active reading is an educational term for the process of reading and thinking.  It is by no means an exhaustive assignment, but the task is something you may have never considered, or realized, your brain performs while you read. 
On the most basic level, I am asking you to put a label on your thoughts.

You undoubtedly think while you read, but mostly likely you have never cataloged or reflected on what you were contemplating.  The goal is to write down your ideas after a passage that has spurred thought.  There is no right or wrong answer, and everyone can have a different answer and still be correct.

The process may seem a bit awkward at first as you usually just keep reading.  Force yourself, however, to record whatever pops into your mind while you are reading. It is the first step to analyzing literature like a scholar.
SO CONLEY, WHAT DO I WRITE…

I cannot tell you that! We all have different prior knowledge bases and life experiences.  To aid, however, consider the following examples. (Note: there are many different categories you could use.  These are only five – do not feel limited to these and know we will study many throughout the year.)
Clarifications – a particularly hard or interesting passage causes you to rethink, simplify, or explain the event in your head.  Write down the clarification.
Reactions – OMG you cannot believe what you just read for whatever reason.  Tell your reaction to the passage be it sad, anger, happiness and why.
Questions – you are left wondering about a process, character, event, etc after reading a passage. Jot down your question.

Predictions – after a section of reading you think to yourself that you know what will happen later.  Note your hypothesis.

Connections – you realize after reading a part of the text that you share a similar experience.  Comment on your link with the lit.

SO CONLEY, HOW LONG DOES IT HAVE TO BE…
Again, I cannot tell you that as it will be different for everyone.  The idea is to do a thorough job reading the novels.  Observe how frequently you write down in your log.  If you notice you do not have a lot of entries, I argue it is because you are not use to the process rather than the alternative of you have no thoughts.  At that point, slow down and attempt to think about your thinking … ahh thinking about thinking she’s crazy ( 
Any more questions don’t hesitate to email.
